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WLOV Calendar of Upcoming Writinglated Events

DATE EVENT

Friday, March 2 Writers in Time, Fishhawk ReCenter, 911 a.m. Topic to be discussexbbok
cover designAll writers welcome. Email for more inf@ohn Mallon at
johnsandy@comcast.net

Wed, March 7 General Meeting, Laurel Manor, 8:3010:30 a.m. John Prince will talk on
Humor: Why I tds I mportant and How

SatSun,March 10 & 11 Fifth Annual Literary Arts Festival, on Main St. in Leesburg (in front of
public library) WLOV member Leonard Pullen will be appearing with his
new book |t Started at The SavoRill alsohas a book signing at Barnes
& Noble, Lake Sumter Landingn March 24, noon to 3 pm

Wed, April 4 General Meeting, Laurel Manor, 8:3010:30 a.m. Penny Thomas will talk
on Selecting Your Book Genre and Writing an Effective Back Cover Book
Blurb
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Message From Your President

February was another exciting month for WLOV.

We started the month with anformative presentation by Chris Coward entitled,
AWriting Contests, Wha®BtGhesplesentdda f or You?
compelling case for entering writing contesispecially those sponsored by the

FIl orida Writersod As s o persanaliexperienCeRhatA ) . I ca
entering the FWA Royal Palms Literary Award (RPLA) contest last year was a

very positive experience. The feedback | received in the form of detailed rubrics was worth the

cost of entry. | plan on entering again this year, andyttiésar | 6 m going to win! |
here firsto, she says with a | augh).

As | fl oat back down to reality, |l 6d | i ke to t
excellent Valentinebs Day Love Story asdbpnt at
The successful evening, professionally MC&d by

of The Villages Old Time Radio Club, featured seventeen stories, poems, and songs that evoked a
wide range of emotiodsfrom laughter to tears. This may loeee an annual event. Stay tuned
for more information.

I am personally looking forward to the presentations scheduled for our March and April meetings.

OnMarch? WL OV member John Pr iHoncos 8y ypurneed ieamd at i on
how to inject it into your writing. John currently teaches aBvichmentAcademycourse on
the subject. Humor is a valuable way to relieve tension in a scene and to develop the personalities

of your charaadesrs. 10611 be taking

On April 4", WLOV member Penny Thomas will address the importance of knowing your genre

when you write popular fiction. Branching out
writing elevator speeches, tag lines, and back cover copy.df, lime , youodve struggl e
of these efforts, please dondt miss Pennyobs ta
News flash: The WLOV brochure is now availafipee side res ke o

shown inphoto).The brochure, which had been in the g

planning stages for quite a while, answers the question:

i Whsyhoul d | join WLOV?20d0 A ] Zah
and Phil Walker for their |‘oagee he

completion. As part of our membership outreach, we are
looking for a handful of members who are willing to speak
other TV writing groups about WLOWlease let me know if
you are interested. Additionally, if you belong to a critique
group, please pick up some brochures at the March 7th pErVLOVecy
meeting to share with members of your group.

By the way, we are still looking for a President Elect to join the téfayou have any interest, or
if you want to nominate someone or have sugges
be shy. Either email me dtabl423@gmail.coror stop by to chat at the next meeting.

Happy writing. See you ollarch 7" at Laurel Manor.

Rita Boehm


mailto:ritab1423@gmail.com

NAME TAGS--THEYORE HERE!

By Rita Boehm

If you would prefer to have something more impressive than a sticky piece of paper
adheredtoyous hi rt at WLOV meetings (and who woul dn
opportunity to purchase a WLOV nametag.

These attractive, magnetic nametags will cost you the paltry sum of five dollars
($5.00) and are made by a local TV entrepreneur.

We will be prepared togh you up and accept your payment at the Mafth 7
meeting. Ordered nametags will be delivered at the April meeting. Note: Thereafter, we

will accept orders at each meeting for deliv
Wear your nametag with pride!

Start preparing for our December Expo

The next Central Florida Book and Author Expo will be HeddurdayDecember 82018,at
Eisenhower Rec Centérhe date has been changed from Januaggpture the @arket for
holiday bookbuying. The recent Expdield January 27 was highly successfuliere aresome
results of the survey given to the participating authors at the Januaryd&xpampiled by the
new Expo Chairman, Jim Myerg4 of the 80 authors returned survelim reported book sales
per authoranged from0to 100Among t he surveydés responses:
T Aut hor 0s?ifYes33 t Expo
1 Planning to participate in December EfjoYes,69
1 Villages resideri Yes,48
1 Pleased with crowd si2é Yes,40

WLOV Meeting Feb 7

Chris Coward talked on writing contests, includingF |l or i da Wr it eREMAAssociI

competition, of which s(seenexipage forimereon&WAands c hai
RPLA). Her slide presentation is on the website, www.wlov.org, under Past Presentations.
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FWA, TFW and FPLA 7 WhatAre They?

By Larry Martin

m Florida Writers Association
Uhitow Hdmg UWhatons

Home bout Blo ympetition

What’s Happening Now Sign Up for Email Updates
» New in 2018! .

Starting with the February 2018 issue, a print version of The Florida Writer will be available for a charge

mail

» Advertising Opportunities » Open for Registration

Popular Posts & Pages

» Submission Guidelines

t

» Middle School & High School Writers

Florida Writers Association welcomes you! Leam more

» Florida Writers Conference Photo and on the Fi

y of hard-working

ng and advanced writers Blog Posts by Category

profit 501(c)(6)
n incredit

Florida Writers

Association

https://floridawriters.net/
FWA is a statewide organization for
writers of all genresMany WLOV
members belondf not a member,
you should considgoining. FWA
offers contests (including RPLA, see
below), webinarsandconferences
and alsqublishes a monthly
magazine for Floriddased writers.
Dues for new members are $59 a
year, and renewals $49 a yedou
need to be a member of FWA to
enter theRoyal Palm Literary
Awards competition.

The Florida Writer is amonthly magazine distributed to all members of Florida Writers

Associationlt comes free as a pdf download, and is full of useful
articles for writersBelow are the cover and Table of Contents page

(with enlargement on righffom the February issue.

[Hoaw ko Subemit to the: Florida Writer
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» Metary faa e Siefane
a8 2 The Florida Writer . (ot Al F——
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FIorida Writers Association
(Wit H(&Jiu&[} Whilens

Royal Palm Literary Award Competition

Professional feedback and a chance to earn a trophy and bragging rights — yours for
entering the Florida Writers Association’s flagship Royal Palm Literary Award writing
competition!

Sign Up for Email Updates

In this Section

2018 RPLA Guidelines & Submissions

Submissions are accepted February 1, 2018 through 11:59 PM EST April 30, 2018
The earlier you enter, the lower the fee.

The Chairperson of this

general, includig RPLA,; see paga.

year 6s

Royal Palm Literary
Award Competition
(RPLA) is a yearly writing

contest, in multiple genres.
Submissions go from February 1
through April 30, andvinners are
announced at the annual RPLA
Awards Banquet in late October.
Many WLOV membes have won this
competition There is a fee schedule
for each submission, the amount
depending on the genre and what
month it is submittedRPLA accepts
both published&nd unpublished
works. All details are on the website.
Even if you donot
will obtain provide valuable feedback.
RPLA, Chris Coward,

wi n,

https://floridawriters.net/competitions-awards/royal-palm-literary-award/
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Valent i ne 60 s StbrpReading BigeSuccess at Village of

Fenng Rec Cente
By Phil Walker Master of Ceremonidsr the WLOV event

i naugur al

| think many of the people came either

A sell-out crowd gathered at the Fenney Recreation CenterFeb 14 forthe
presentation
Writers League of the Villages. | was pleased to be the emcee.

of the Valentinebs Da

because it was Valenti ne

they had friends or relatives who had a story being read.Our selection committee
chose outstanding literary pieces. There were seventeen stories, songs and poemsgFor
the list of presentations seeour February Newsletter,
http://wlov.weebly.com/uploads/2/4/3/6/24362452/february2018

-newsletter.pdf.)

than | 6m sure he

Our audience did not know these stories were going to come alive andsparkle
with the talented voices who read them, and they were suitably amazed This program
was skillfully produced by Millard Johnson, who managed a good deal more details
expected.

The production w as under the direction of Ed Williams, b orrowed from his usual
position as the Senior of The Villages Old Time Radio organization. Ed is a
consummate professional. He made the most of what he had, and did not complain

about the many little things he did not have the time or means of including.

The road ahead isveryclearAl r eady pl ans

are in the works to mak

program bigger and better. Many more authors will get busy creating something special for next
Val ent i nQurssélectbmopmmittee will have a much more diffi cult job choosing the stories to be

read. The production team learned a great deal.

[Edi t or 0 sPicthirestfrem the event are on the next page Red-bordered photo is of Phil

Wal ker and his wife

created and organized the event.Green-bordered photo is of Ed Williams (right), o f
Time Radio Club, who managed the & e n i rvgnf) and ®teve Shulman,t h e

V e r nBlue-bordered photo isWflM@lafddIshngom, whe@ s ur e r .

The Vill agesbd
csbundbedigineer.

More pictures can be found on the WLOV Facebook site https://www.facebook.com/The -Writers -

League-of-The-Villages-162776817086391/]
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Autocrit examines a best seller
https://www.autocrit.com/blog/2018/02/12/wha&orenext

always/?inf_contact key=ecb960ad89f899b094a4f4ade1360cc82276844f63934d3edd5e615f523c7d42
Many Villages authors use Autocrit, which makes lists of things writers should avoid, like repetitive words,
excessive dialogue tagand unnecessary filler wordsthen uses these lists to compare what you wrote to
Aisuccessf ul , owvtbaperfeet scord heingt 1006 anursea high score by itself means little.
Whatyou write may compare favorablyi t h a best sell er, but that doesnt
Conversly, best sellers may not score higthis last situation is brought home by Autocrit in the above
link. According tothe blog postsuccessful popular fictioactuallytends to gravitate around the 80 mark.
The bestsellerused inthe x a mp | e, NBhe MextRlawdysooredsodly 77.4550 if you use
Autocrit, dondt st r iltynay ndtberworthéhe éfferidete iare some of thesues Aitocrit
foundin Roberténovel.
Unnecessary filler words that, just, then, really, excess generic descriptions: good; look; maybe; big;
pretty; great; nice
Repetition: the inn; his brothers; the counter; the bookstore

THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

Summary Score and Fingerprint

PACING & DIALOGUE
MOMENTUM

77.45

STRONG
WRITING

AUTOCRIT INDICATORS
FOUND BY CATEGORY OVERALL SCORE

(= | v

The Next Always

The Next Always (The Inn Boonsboro Trilogy Book 1)
by Nora Roberts ~ (Author)

Wwirdr iy ~ 1,672 customer reviews

*k*k

Harry Potter book rejectedow manytimes?
If y o u beererejected by an agent/publisher y anugéod eompany

http://lithub.com/themostrejectedbooksof-all-time/

AW TR e AT

101 Stories To
Open The Heart And
Rekindle The Spirit  gg

J. K. R o w IHarrg Bofies bobkiwasgurned down by publishersbefore Bloomsbury
picked it up for an advance of just £1,500. The series went on tbgélle most recent estimate,
morethanhalf a billion copiesRowling, of course, is not the only bestselling author to be
repeatedly turned down by agents and @hialis.The following authors were rejecteut


https://www.autocrit.com/blog/2018/02/12/whats-score-next-always/?inf_contact_key=ecb960ad89f899b094a4f4ade1360cc82276844f63934d3edd5e615f523c7d42
https://www.autocrit.com/blog/2018/02/12/whats-score-next-always/?inf_contact_key=ecb960ad89f899b094a4f4ade1360cc82276844f63934d3edd5e615f523c7d42

receivednonreplies to query letteysnany times for what turned out to be huge best sellées.
one thing they seem to have in common is that these were first novels by unknown authors.
Makes you wonder al agentsand publisherdf they really have ability to recognize good
books, good writers or potential best sellers.

Chicken Soup for the Soufl44 times

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenaric2l

Still Alice, by Lisa Genova 111

The Help by Kathryn Stockeft 60

Carrie, by Stephen King 30

The Thomas Berryman Numbby James Pattersér3l

A Time to Kil| by John Grisharn 28

And to Think That | Saw It on Mulberry Streley Dr. Seuss 27

Duneg by Frank Herberit 23

Lord of the Flies by William Goldingi 21

Catch22, by Joseph Hellér 22
GL KIF @Sy Qi NBFfte (HeBerl¥2 IANBAYIARS &k ®2dzi2 ¢ K| iiJdz
a! LI NBy i f & i KS | dzitkpassiblyeyer satifiefat it is réallyingt fudngon¥ dzy y &
anyA yu Sttt SOudzlf t S@St o¢

The list goes on and én Next month, the tragic story of author John Kennedy Toole

|s Barnes & Noble going the way of Borders

News article from the Wall Street Journal, Feb 14, 2018




