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T ne Writers League of The Vil

fages (WLOV) was organized in
2011 a5 3 cub to support putilished
and non-publishod writers in The
Villages and promaote The Vitlages
as a cultural center for all arts.

WLOV President, Rita Boehm
became a member in 2015 when
she was stll a snowbird. "Having
recently retired and having newly
rekindled a passion for writing,
which had been postponed while
| built my career, | was excited to
find a club filled with talented writ-
ers ot af devels of accompishments®
Rita stated. *rve since published
four novels and one chidren's book
and continue to learn from and be
imnspired by, my peers in the club.*

Monthly meetings festure speak-
ers that cover a variety of topics
related to writing, This year they
have covered the gamut including

Writers League of The Villages

CLUB OF THE MONTH

marketing, publishing, developing
audiobooks, and an expanded pre-
sentation on legal Issues specifi-
cally faced by writers

A major annual event WLOV par.
takes in is the Central Florida Book
and Authot £xpo, This year's Expo
featuring over 90 authors, will be
held on Cecember 8th from 10:00
= 3:00 at the Eisenhower Recre-
ation Center. This exciting event
has deyeloped a large following
matching thousands of readers
with authors of every genre from
childrén’s books (o romance, sus
pense, and Christian literature, "By
holding the event in December, we
are hoping people will decide Lo
give the gift of reading for the hol
idays,” Rita sald.

This past summer the club took a
trip to the Martjorie Kinnan Raw-
lings State Park in Cross Creek.
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The group enjoyed » by Ut
Rawiings’, the £, Vi
ning authee of Th v
toured her home 1
WLOV is hoping 1« ® {
trips, especlally of they ta

trovel (o an athor or noo
eveant or location

Wowild you like yoor group to be
featored as Oud of the Month?
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ENTERTAINMENT NEWS

JOHN MAIORINO
lu “The Punsuit
of Happiness”

Peggy Best

Bonaybeook resident, Peggy Best submitted Unsung Hero,
My father's story would die with him unless it was given
» my family." she said, A friend suggested she enter the
PLA, but her t challenge was silencing the little voice
2at said "This is your first book. It's fust not good enough.
Everyone who wishes to write that book in their head,
hotld join a writers” group, listen, contribute, and critique
ither people’s work. . they will gain confidence to write their
vwn” After months of waiting, she was notified she passed
be fist judging, Peggy was surprised but thought that was
s far as it would go. Just knowing she made it that far was
mough for her..

Tom Bender

Expert editor, Tom Bender, submitted his novel, Avenging
Alizon, because he felt he had created an intelligent. cthical
but hodox hiero: a paper rep who after his
Jover ks Killed in a bombing sets out 1o find out who did it.
Tom tells the story, ™1 ran into James Jones, author of From
Here w Eternity, Interviewing the guy inspired [me] to pursuc
a career in journalism and writing ™ Tom, who likes 1o keep

readers awake all night with his storytelling waited for the
ges' ;

Jenny Ferns
Fro.i:omwslhePond.Duvn!VmagMMknnyFam
was also sweating out the evening. Her Ripple Effect was
born from her family’s Workd War 11 past. She says this seed
for a fictional treatment took on a life of its own. "When my
computer decided to have 2 nervous breakdown, I had to rely
oa my husband to send my entry in at the Last minute before
midnight” Ripple Effect - Becawse Of The War, her first novel,
dnkvgllbhm_l'wwllmdn‘«jludw 1 5
England ™ It is the human side ofa war that reverberates toda
but would it reverberate with FWA  judges.
Larry Martin

like to joke that if you want to be
(financially) successful writer, and
wild 2 following, stick to one genre.
vy genres are all over the place” The
30y Who Dreamed Mount Everest

won 2nd place for unpublished middle
grade fiction in the 2016 RPLA, but
would Liberty Street, A Novel of Late
Cival War Savannah, his third novel
that he says is completely different
from any of his other books, be able to
pass muster...

Mark H. Newhouse

And finally ... me. I'd entered my
middle grade mystery, The Case of the
Crazy Chickenscratches, the sequel to
my RPLA winning novels, Welcome
to Monstrovia and The Case of the
Disastrous Dragon, Perry Mason style
<ourtroom mysteries that pitch a
teenage boy and girl into cases that can
only take place in a land of monsters
and fictional folk. The first two had

woa awards, but would the third? My

sexond entry, The Devil’s Bookkeepers,

waiting in suspense, as we all were
after a wonderful dinner. Nail-biting
abounded as we saw our hugely
enlarged faces on giant screens and
waited for the results.

I could leave you in suspense until
next month, , but the winners weee:

Peggy Best: 2nd Place Biography
(Published) for Unsung Hero

Jenny Ferns: 15t Place for Book
Length Fiction (Unpublished) Blended
Genre for Ripple Effect.

Tom Bender: 151 Place Blended
Genre for Averging Allison

Larry Martin:

» 2nd Place Publishes Historical

Fiction for Liberty Street
« 3rd Place Flashs Fiction foe *f Hir
aDeer”

« 3rd Place Short Story for “Crusade”

SOMEONE'S MISSING?

But what about me? | was
thrilled that The Case of the Crazy
Chickenscratches won 3rd Place middle
grade fiction. But | was still waiting for
The Devil’s Bookkeepers, my tribute to
the victims and survivors of hate and
genocide.

winner in histoeic fiction. It wasn't me.
When 20d place wasat my book, |
closed my eyes and said a silent prayer.
“When Llooked up at the screen,
1 s my book hadn’t won. | was.
of course, disappolnted. But what

makes FWA' contest unique is that all
entrants get the anonymous judges”
scores and comments, a huge help to
improve work. Winning is wonderful,
but I'd scill enter this contest just to
know what impartial judges, experts,
think will help oy work. Ill study the
Judges” comments carefully before 1
enter again next year ot send it 1o an
agent or publisher. 1 want my books.
to be the best they can be. That is
something all the authocs 1 know want
for their creations.
Suspense and disappointment are
expectad companions of being an
author, You walt to hear from aa
agent, a publisher, critics, reviewers,
and the public and know you may
be disappointed. So why do so many
of your friends and neighbors write?
Passion. Once you're bitten by that
writing bug. you are truly 'bitten’.
Please visit www.wlov.oeg for a list of
our writing clubs and authors who are
eager ta speak ta your groups ot help
you achieve your dreams. o
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SPOTLIGHT ON A
VILLAGES AUTHOR

BLUEBIRDS IN
THE GARDEN
by Rita Boehm,

Village of Charlotte

GENRE: Children’s
picture book

Colorful photographs

present young chil-

= = a = dren with a charming

= B s {“ story about a pair of

\ bluebirds that de-

LOOK'NG AH EAD cide to build a nest
Expandisg Community Connectivity in 2019 and raise a family in a decorative birdhouse
in the author’s backyard garden. The book
chronicles the family’s story from nest build-

ing until the colorful chicks are fully grown
and on their own.

WHAT PROMPTED YOU TO

WRITE YOUR BOOK?

When a pair of bluebirds chose to raise a
family in my backyard garden, the story
practically wrote itself. The book provided
me with an opportunity to merge my pas-
sion for photography with my innate desire
to tell a story.

WHAT DO YOU HOPE READERS TAKE
AWAY FROM YOUR BOOK?
I hope this story will teach young children to
appreciate nature as they witness the com-
mitment and dedication of the bluebirds
raising their family. “Bluebirds” was my first
foray into writing for children. I've written
four books in the ro-
mantic suspense and
general fiction/mystery
genres. All are avail-
able on Amazon.com
or through my websit
ritamboeh

Available on Amazon
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LOOKING AHEAD

Expanding Community Connectivity in 2019

Dan Kincaid

UNITED STATES FOREST
SERVICE FORESTER

The motto of the United States Forest Service is;
“Caring for the land and serving people.” As a forest-
er for more than 30 years, Dan Kincaid got to do just
that.

During his time with the Forest Service, Kincaid
had a variety of responsibilitics — fighting fires, main-
taining hiking trails, wildlife/wilderness management
and running various recreation centers and proper-
ties around the country.

“Over the years I had a lot of opportunities to do a
T | e We r lot of unique things," Kincaid said.

RESIDENTS SHARE THEIR
INTERESTING JOBS

2 of Interesting

'S in various car

days, rounds of eation activities and

club involvement consume their time. But {1



